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Gallery MAR
to showcase duality
of Randall Lake

By ALISHA SELF
Of the Record staff

To the casual observer, Randall
Lake may have a deal with the
devil, a wvendetta against the
Mormon church and a gay agenda.

That’s only partially true.

Lake is a gay man who has lived
in Utah for 35 years. He studied art
in Paris before earning a Master’s
degree in Fine Arts at the
University of Utah and has spent
the majority of his 40-plus year
career painting idyllic landscapes,
vivid still lifes and portraits.

However, his most recent works
portray slightly different subject
matter. A self-portrait depicts

Lake at the helm of a galleon in the

middle of a storm, the Grim
Reaper hovering over him.
Another painting, “Bad

Medicine,” shows gay men who
have either hung or shot them-
selves and Joseph Mengele, one of
the infamous doctors associated
with thi& Holocaust, at a podium as
though he is deciding their fate.

At his upcoming solo show at
Gallery MAR, Lake will showcase
a collection that represents the
dualities of his existence: beauty
and pain, love and hate, life and
death.

The gallery will host an artist
reception with Lake on Friday,
May 28, from 6 to 9 p.m. The event
coincides with the monthly gallery
stroll and is free and open to the
public.

Lake’s exhibition, entitled
“Bread and Blue,” will run through
June 13. Half of the pieces are
what Lake considers his bread —
the commercially viable pieces
such as landscapes and still lifes.
The other pieces are expressive of
the artist’s frustrations and sorrow.
“My blue art is more challenging
and expressive of my anger regard-
ing California’s Proposition 8, Iraq
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Gallery MAR will launch an exh
Lake on Friday, May 28. Lake's ¢
well as his experiences as a gay n

and Mormon advice to homosex
als on how to be straight,” he say

Lake joined the Church of Jes
Christ of Latter-day Saints whe
he was in his early 20s. “I've alwa
been well-behaved and polite ar
desperately conformist because
was starved to fit in. I think one
the big appeals about Mormonis
for me as a young man was norms
cy,” he says. “I decided if I couldr



